CONTENTS

DEDICATION ...ttt sttt ettt ettt ettt e bt et et e s et ebe et e sbeenaesanenee vi
ABBREVIATIONS ...ttt sttt s b et st sb et eaeesaeeaesanens vii
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ........oooiiiiiiieeee ettt sttt st sne e eneees viii
L. INTRODUCGTION ...ttt sttt st sb ettt sbe ettt saeenbeennes 1
1.1. Statement of the Problem .........cc.eiviiiiiiiieceeee e e 1
1.2. The Thesis 0f the DiSSErtation..........cccueeiuieiiiiiiieiiieieeie ettt 9
1.3. The Aim Of the DiSSEITatiON .......cevuteiiriiriieiieiesieee ettt st 9
L4, MEthOOIOZY ...ooeiieiiieiiieiie ettt ettt ettt e e be et e e b e e saeenbaesseeesseenseesnseensneans 9
1.5. Scope and LIMITAtION .....cc.eeiiieiiieiiieiie ettt ettt sttt et ettt e et eeabeessaeeaeeas 10
1.6. Delineation of the Term “Feminist™..........cccuoeiiiiiiiiieniieiee e 10
2. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND ........cooootiiiiiteieciteeee sttt snnens 16
2.1 ITOAUCTION ...ttt et ettt e set e e bt e sae e e bt e s et e enbeesaeeenbeesnaeenneas 16
2.2. The Position of the Israelite WOMEN...........cceeiiiriiiiiriiiieiieeee e 16
2.2.1. Female IdentifiCation ..........ccoouiiieriierieiieniieieeiesi ettt sttt 17
2.2.2. Women in the Israelite Family........ccccoooeriiiiiiiiniiiiiieeeceeese e 19
2.2.2.1. The Role of Women as MOthErs ..........ccoeiuiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiee e 22
2.2.2.2. The Responsibility for Naming Children...........cccoocvieeiiiiniiiiiiieceeeeeeeee e 29
2.2.2.3. Education, Nurturing of the Children and other Activities within the Family ............. 31
2.3. The Role of Women in PUBLIC.......c.cooiiiiiiiiiieiieee e 34
2.3.1. Women in the Economic SPhere.........c.ccoiiiiriiiiiiiiiiiniiiecictceeeeseeeeeeee e 34
2.3.2. Women’s Role in the Religlous Sphere ..........ccooovviieiiiieiiieeiieceeeeeeeee e 35
2.4. Women in Positions of Leadership among the Israelites...........ccceeveerviiencieencieeniieeen 37
241, DEDOTAN ...ttt ettt et b et naeen 38
242, MITIAIMN ..ottt ettt et e b et st s bt et et e bttt eat e s bt e bt et e e bt e aeeatenaeen 38
2430 ESENET .ottt ettt et nht e et e b eatean 38
2.5. Women and War  (7am51,) 10 ISTACL......covviiuiiiiiicii e 41
2.5.1. Women as Sexual INStIUMENTS ........ccoueriiriiiiiiiinieeierieseeeeee sttt 46
2.5.2. Women as Facilitators of Victory in War .........coccvveiiiieiiieeiieceeeee e 48
2.6. Judges among ISTACLITES. .....cccuvieriie ettt et ae e e e e e e eeeenaeeeennee s 50
2.7, PrOPREt/PrOPREESS ....ccuviieiieiieeiie ettt ettt ettt ettt et eat e et e s eaeebeesaaeenbeeenaeennaas 54
2.7.1. Credentials of @ Prophet/Prophetess.........cooviieiiiiieiiieiieeie et 54
2.7.2. How Does God Deliver His Massage to the Prophets/Prophetesses?.........ccccvveevveeennenn. 57

1



2721 VISIOM e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eae e e e e e e e aaeeeeeeeaanaaaens 57

2.77.2.2. DIBAIMS ..ottt ettt sht e et e sat e et ebt e et e ettt e bt e et e naeeeaneen 57
1)Analysis of the Term B1om. ... 57
ii) Analysis of the Phrase: 55 1 or 15°5 111 and 7T e 58
2.7.2.3. Direct FOrm of DIVINAtION. ....cc.coitiiiiiiiiiieieiieitieieeesieeie ettt st 60
2.8. Prophetesses in the Whole Bible..........ccciieiiiiiiiieiceeeceeeeeee e 60
B 1 U101 10 | oSSR 61
3. THE POSITION OF AFRICAN WOMEN ......cccooiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeseee et 63
R TR R 113 €016 10 (7 5 [ ) s OSSPSR PSP 63
3.2. Pre-Christianity African WoOman ...........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiieie e 63
3.2.1. Gender Value in the African SOCIELY ......c.eccvieriiiiiieiieeiieie e 67
3.2.2. The Role of Women in the African Families ...........cccevveiiriiniiiiniinieeececeee 71
3.2.2.1. Marriage among the AfTICan .........ccccueiiiiiiiiiiiiiee s 72
3.2.2.2. Motherhood and Nurturing of the Kids among the African............ccccceevieniiiiinnnnnnen. 72
3.2.3. Economic and DomeStic ACHVILIES ........evuteruirieriieiieiieniieie ettt ettt 77
3.2.4. African Women in Leadership POSItIONS ..........cccuiveiiiieiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeee e 84
3.2.5. African Women and War .........cccuioiiiiiiiiieeeeee ettt ettt 91
3.3. African Women in the Christian Time..........ccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieie e 93
3.3.1. Church as the Hope for African WoOmen............cceeeriireiiieeiiieeieeceeeee e 95
3.3.1.1. African Patriarchy in the Church System...........ccccceieiiiiiiiiiiniiiieeeeecce e 96
3.3.1.2. MISSIONATIES SYSTEIM ....eeuviiuiiriiiiieieeitente ettt ettt ettt ettt et st see et e sae e 98
3.3.1.3. Biblical Texts INterpretations ..........ceceeeerueerierieneiieeicieeie sttt 100
3.3.2. Analysis of Women’s Ordination in ELCT ........ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiieeeceeeeeee e 101
3.3.2.1. Hance Mwakabana: Women’s Ordination in ELCT .........cccccoooiiiiiiiniiniiiieee 106
1)In the Old TeStament. . .......ovuiii e e et e e 109
11) In the New Testament. ..........oiiiii i e e, 112
3.3.2.2. The Effort of ELCT in Including Women in Priesthood Office ............cccccvervrennenne. 113
34 SUMMATY .ottt et e e et e e st e e e atee e sbeeesbaeensseeasssaeansseeasseeessseeensseesnsseens 114

4. AFRICAN FEMINIST INTERPRETATION OF THE BIBLE: JUDGES 4 AND 5..116

A1 INETOAUCTION e 116
4.2. African Theology and Feminist Interpretation of the Bible...........ccccoeeeiieeiiinieennnnne. 116
4.3. Temba L. J. Mafico: Women are N0t INTETION «..covvennneeeee e 120

il



4.4, Hance Mwakabana: The Creation STOTY ......c.ceecviieriiieeiiieerieeesieeeseee e eveeeevee e 123

4.5. General Comments 0n the TEerm MY ..cc.coviiiiiiiiriiiecieee e 125
4.6. PaUlINe EPISIES .....eeiuiieiiieiiieiiecie ettt ettt ettt sttt e ebeesnaeenbeeenaeens 129
O S B o 1o 1<) o 1< SRR 131
402 JUIIA .ttt ettt et e at e bt e s ht e e bt e e ht e e bt e at e e bt e eht e et e e bteebeenneeens 132
403 PIISCA ..ottt ettt st h et h e bttt be et e et e he e 132
4.6.4. OtheT WOIMICTL......couiiiieiiieiieieeitet ettt ettt ettt sttt eet e be et saee bt ente e st enbeenee 133
L BN 01311 40 T2 ) o SRS 133
5. A BRIEF EXEGETICAL ANALYSIS OF THE BOOK OF JUDGES ........................ 135
5.1 INEFOAUCTION .ttt ettt ettt b et et e bt et et e saeeaeeneas 135
5.2. The Canon of the BoOK Of JUAZES .......covuiiiiiiiiiiiieiectee e 136
5.3. Analysis Of the PRrase BmBt.....c.ccoviiiieiiiiiieieceeee ettt 138
5.4. Gender in the BoOK Of JUAZES .....c..ovuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciccccee s 140
5.5, LIterary ANALYSIS ..c.ceeuieiiiiiieiieeie ettt ettt ettt sttt e ateeneeees 141
5.5.1. Dating, Source and Authorship Analysis of Judges.........cccceevvviriieriieeciienieeieeeeeeeene, 141
5.5.2. Early HYPOthESIS ....cocuiiiiiiieeiiieee ettt et aee e e e aeeeeaaee s 142
5.5.3. Contemporary HYPOtheSiS. ......cocueriiriiiiriiieierieneeeetee et 149
5.5.4. Archaeologist’s FINAINES .....ccoeviriiiiiiiniiiceteeeee et 152
5.6, SUIMNIMATY ....eeiiiiiieeieeit ettt ettt ettt et e sae e st e e b e et esbe e st e e bt e eabeenbeesaneenbeeeaneennee 161
6. ANALYSIS OF JUDGES 4 .......oooiie et 162
0.1, INETOAUCTION ...ttt ettt ettt e et e st e eabeesaeeeaseenes 162
6.2. The Structural Analysis of Judges 4..... ..o 162
6.2.1. Analysis of Deuteronomistic Framework in Judges 4 .........ccccoeovvveeiiieeiiiieceeee e, 164
6.2.1.1. Rebellion: JUAES 4:1 .....oooieiieeieeeee ettt et e ree e e e e naee s 165
6.2.1.2. Punishment: JUAZES 4:28 .......ccuiiiiiiieiiieieeeete ettt ettt e 166
6.2.1.3. Repentance: JUAZES 4:3@ ......coouiiiiieiieiiieiie ettt et et 167
6.2.1.4. The Deliverance: JUAZES 4:23 .....oooiiiiiiieeee ettt e eeaee s 168
6.2.1.5. Peace: Judges 4:23-24 and 5,31C ccouiiiriiieeiie ettt 169
6.2.2. The Narration outside the Deuteronomistic Framework.........c..ccocoveviniiiiniininnenne. 169
6.3. Complexity N JUAZES 4.....ooouiiiiieiiieieee ettt et ettt e e e eee 170
6.3.1. Jabin and SISETA......cc.eoiiiiiiiiiiieie ettt e 170
6.3.2. Harosheth-ha-gOmim ...........ccocviiiiiiiiiiiieciee ettt e aee e svee e beeeenaee s 177



0.3.3 . HaAZOT ..o e e a———_ 178

6.4. The Authenticity of the Office of Judges in Israel............ccoeovieviiiiiiniiiiiieieceeeee, 179
6.5. The Office of Deborah in JUAZES 4 ......cceeviieiiiiiiieie et 181
6.5.1. Deborah as PTOPRELESS .......ccccuiiiiiiiieiii ettt e e s 181
6.5.2. DEbOTah @S WiITe.....ccuiiiiiiiiiiiiee e et 185
6.5. 3. Deborah s @ JUAE......c.cooviiiieiieeiieiie ettt ettt e 187
6.6. The Role 0f BAraK .......cccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee ettt st 191
6.7. The ROLE OF JACL .....eeiiniiiiee et 197
6.8. The Position of Female Characters in Judges 4 and 5 ........cc.cooceveniiiiniinicncnicnceeee, 201
0.9, SUMMATY ..cvvtieiiiieeiee ettt et e st e et e e e taee e st eeensaeesnsseeenseeeanseeeanseesnnseesnnseens 205

7. THE EXEGESIS OF JUDGES 5 AND ITS UNITY/DISUNITY WITH JUDGES 4..207

8 R U3 (0T 10 12 T ) o OO PSUPRTSR 207
7.2. Historical and Literary ANALYSIS ......cccvevvieriiieriieiieiieeitienieereesee e see e eseneeseessaeesneeens 207
7.2.1. Source and Date Analysis Of JUAZES 5 .....vevviieiiiiiieiieeeeeee e 208
7.2.2. Lexical and Syntactical ANALYSIS .......cocueeieriiiiiiriiniiieeiceeieneeeee et 210
7.2.3. Authorship and the Singer(s) of the Song of Deborah............cccocveviiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 211
7.2.3.1. Analysis of the Phrase WMT.....cc.viieiieeee e e s 211
7.2.3.2. Analysis of the Phrase "nmpli.........ooeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccec e 216
7.2.3.3. Analysis of the Phrase 1w m c..ooeiiiiiiiiiceeee e 219
7.3. The Position of Women in JUAES 5 ....cc.coiiiiiiiiiieiieiiee e 221
7.3.1. Deborah: Mother 1n ISTael ........cc.ooouiiiiiiiiiiie e 222
7.3.2. An Exegetical Analysis of the Phrase 21213 5177 i1 e, 228
7.4. Unity and Disunity of Judges 4 and S........cooooiiiiiiiiie e 229
7.4.1. Unity between Judges 4 and S.........coceveiiiieiiiiieiiiecee ettt 230
7.4.1.1. Judges 5:1 and Analysis of 1> (Waw) CONSECULIVE ........ccveevueeriiieriiieiieiieeieeeiee e 230
7.4.1.2. Deborah’s POSILION ......eoiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiie ettt st e 231
7.4.1.3. The Position of Jael.........ccoiiiiiiiiiii e e 231
7.4.1.4. Yahweh, the DIVINE WAITIOT ....ccccuvviiiiiiiiieieieieeeeee ettt eeeaaaee e 231
7.4.2. Disunity between Judges 4 and 5........cooooioiiiiieiiiee e 232
7.4.2.1. The Tribes of Deborah and Baraki.............cooooiiiiiiiiiiiiee 232
7.4.2.2. JaDIN AN STISETA......eiiiiiiiiiiiieeiteeite ettt sttt et sb e st e s bt e et e bt e et e e sbeeenbeeeee 233
7.5, SUMIMATY ..nitieiiiieeitee et ettt e et e e atee e st eeesbteeessbeeenbeeesabeeenaseessaseesnnseenn 239

v



8. HERMENEUTICAL INTERPRETATION ......coooiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 240

8.1, INITOAUCTION ...ttt ettt et sae ettt ebeenbeeneesaeens 240
8.2. Feminist paradigms in Judges 4 and 5 .........cccoeviieiiiiniieiiiieeeeee e 241
8.2.1. Deborah's Context 1N AfT1CA.......eoiiiiiiiiiiieiee et 241
8.2.1.1. God is beyond Human Traditions ...........cccueercuireriiiieriieeiieeesieeeeeeeieeesreeesneeesvea e 241
8.2.1.2. Ideology of Marriage and Motherhood...............ccccueeiiiiiiiiieniiieeeeee e, 242
8.2.2. Female LeAdETS ....cc.eeiuiiiiiiieiiiiesieet ettt sttt 246
8.3. Paradigm of Cooperation and Soldarity...........ccccveeeiiiieriiiieriieeeee e 257
B4, SUIMIMATY ...eeuiiiiiiiiieeieeete ettt ettt et e et e e st e e are e s b e e bt e saeesareesseeemneennnesanees 260
9. SUMMARY AND CONCLUDING REMARKS.......cociiiiiiieiiieeeeeee e 261
BIBLIOGRAPHY ..ottt ettt sttt ettt s e s s e eseenseensessaeseeneas 273



